444                  THE INQUISITOR             PART in

assure you. Of course Mrs. Carris was eagerly
protesting that she had known nothing about it, and
Crispangle and Bellamy loudly supported her.

1 Before I left I heard that Mrs, Braund wasn't
dead but had suffered a stroke,

' I can tell you, Elizabeth, it was queer enough,
after all that, walking home through the quiet little
town. The breeze rustled through the trees, all the
houses were dark, the Cathedral was so majestically
at rest. Behind some window you could see someone
sitting reading a book. It was a fresh, chilly evening.
You could smell the breeze from the sea. . . .

' Yes, the whole town's talking of it to-day.
Whether Mrs, Braund will recover no one knows, I
hear that most people think that O'Hara and the
Carrises arranged it, O'Hara himself says that it
was intended as a mild little joke. Mild! He had
meant, he says, to walk into the house, take off the
bowler hat and reveal himself! In my opinion he
was a coward, let alone anything else, to run away as
he did! Anyway there's no end to the trouble his
little joke will cause. They say that the Archdeacon
may bring an action against O'Hara and that Mrs.
Carris may bring an action against the Archdeacon
for defamation of character. What's the matter with
this town, Elizabeth? What's happening to us all?'